
  Health theme  vocabulary overview 

 
1. The Body 

 

[not planned yet] 

4. Healthy Aging 

 

Arthritis                Diabetes 

Bone problems (osteoporosis) 

Cancer                  Heart problems 

Vision problems     Hearing problems 

Tooth problems     Mental problems 

 

Obesity        sugar            salt               

Fat              smoking        soda 

Alcohol        Vitamin D 

Calcium       Fiber             Exercise 

2. Symptoms 

 

Symptoms               Headache 

Stomachache           Toothache 

Sore throat              Fever 

Chills                       Cough 

Sneeze                    Sinus 

Nausea                   Vomit 

diarrhea 

5. Immunizations 

 

Immunization         vaccination 

Shot                record of vaccination 

Diptheria, Tetanus, Pertussis 

Polio        Measles, Mumps, Rubella 

Hepatitis 

Varicella (chicken pox) 

 

fever     diarrhea     rash     vomit                    

Call school    call work    stay home 

 

3. Appointments 

 

Clinic                     Hospital 

Doctor                   Nurse 

Patient                   Reception 

Appointment           Examine 

Insurance card       Temperature 

Blood pressure        rest 

Medication              Prescription 

Over the counter     Drink fluids 

6. Medication 

 

dosage             Daily            

Pill     tablet     capsule 

Teaspoon      tablespoon 

Once             twice 

With food 

A.M.              P.M. 

Expiration      refill 



Housing theme  vocabulary overview 

 
1. Rooms & furniture 

 

Home             house 

Apartment      bedroom 

Bathroom       kitchen         garage 

Living room    dining room 

Bed               closet 

Dresser          bathtub 

Shower           sink              sofa 

Toilet              bookcase      rug 

Television        Table           sink 

Stove              refrigerator 

Cabinet            parking        chair     

            

4. Housing Ads & abbreviations 

 

Ad                    APT (apartment) 

BR  (bedroom)   BA (bathroom) 

Util (utilities)     Sq Ft  (square feet) 

Rent                 avail (available) 

WD (Washer Dryer) 

AC (Air Conditioning) 

2. Locations & Prepositions 
 

On                    in            

next to              In front of          

behind               over 

under 

 

(this unit also reviews the vocabulary 
for furniture) 

 

5. Paying Rent 

 

Landlord          tenant 

Today        month      first 

Rent         pays          check 

Says         calls           gives 

 

3. Housing Problems 

 

Landlord         maintenance 

Broken           leaking 

Clogged          working / not working 

Cockroach       mouse 

 

6. Taxes 

 

(not planned yet) 

 

  



Jobs theme  vocabulary overview 

 
1. Common Immigrant Jobs 

 

Housekeeper 

Cook 

Cashier 

Stocker 

Driver 

Day care 

P.C.A. (Personal Care Assistant) 

Landscaper 

Assembler 

 

4. Job Interviews 

 

Interview           Nice clothes 

On time             smile 

Handshake         eye contact 

Listen                speak clearly 

Experience         skills 

Ask a question    thank you note 

2. Job Ads 
 

Ads 

Position                  Wage 

FT (Full Time)         PT (Part Time) 

First shift                Second Shift 

Third Shift 

Exp req (experience required) 

Diploma                  G.E.D. 

Call                        apply in person 

Apply online 

 

5. Time Card 
 

Time Card             

start                  finish 

sign in               sign out 

on time              late 

early                  overtime 

 

3. Job Applications 
 

Application             Fill Out 

Address                  telephone 

Home                     cell 

Email                     Social Security 

Education               Experience 

References             Not Applicable 

Signature               Date 

6. Paycheck 

 

Paycheck            pay period 

Hours                 wage 

Gross pay           deductions 

Federal taxes      state taxes 

Benefits              net pay 

 



Transportation theme vocabulary overview 

 
1. Public Transportation 

 

bus        light rail train express bus 

street track, rail  freeway 

bus stop  train stop fare 

rush hour    exact change 

transfer       bus pass go to card 

 

4. Car Vocabulary 
 

car           van                truck  

Brake       headlight  muffler 

oil  gasoline   battery  

tire  engine  turn signal 

2. Street Safety 

 

Street         sidewalk 

Cross the street 

Walk           don’t walk 

Train           bike 

Helmet        drive 

Seat belt     turn 

Arrow          

 

5. Airline Travel 

 

check -in                 gate 

carry-on luggage         security 

checked luggage          liquid 
scanner                       boarding  

take-off                    turbulence  

landing                 baggage claim 

 

3. Getting a Ticket 

 

Ticket 

Walking in traffic 

Trespassing 

No fare 

No seat belt 

Cell phone driving 

Alcohol and driving 

No license 

Old tabs 

Broken light 

Noisy engine 

6. Buying a Car 

 

 

(not planned yet) 

 

  



Community & Civics theme vocab overview 

 
1. The Neighborhood 

 

North    South     West     East 

block                 apartment 

Train station       restaurant 

Car dealer          day care 

Supermarket      police station 

Home store        clinic 

Post office          high school 

College               park 

Garden               baseball 

 

4. Filling out forms 

 

form 

title   Mr.      Mrs.     Ms. 

sex    female     male 

D.O.B.      social security 

area code  telephone 

address        apt. 

city    county    country     state 

sign        signature 

2. Map of the U.S.A. 
 

City          state               country 

Coast      mountains         capital  

East Coast            The South 

Midwest               Rocky Mountains 

The Southwest      West Coast 

      

5. Civics and Voting 
 

Country       city       state      flag 

Federal government      White House 

Capitol     congress    President 

State government      Governor 

City government        Mayor 

City hall       City Council 

Democratic Party    Republican Party 

 

3. Map of the World 

 

Continent 

North America        South America 

Antarctica              Europe 

Asia                       Australia 

Island 

Pacific Ocean         Atlantic Ocean 

Indian Ocean 

6. American History 
 

Hiawatha               American Indians 

Thomas Jefferson     Declaration 

George Washington     Revolution 

James Madison          Constitution 

Sacagawea                map 

Harriet Tubman      freedom    slaves 

Abraham Lincoln       civil war 

Susan B. Anthony    votes for women 

F.D. Roosevelt         World War 2 

Martin Luther King     civil rights 



Family & School theme  vocab overview 

 
1. Immediate Family 

 

Family      she       he 

Mother              daughter 

Grandmother     granddaughter 

Father               son 

Grandfather       grandson 

Sister                brother 

Wife                  husband 

 

4. Relationship Status 
 

Status 

single         dating       broken up 

girlfriend     boyfriend 

engaged     fiancé        fiancée  

married       wife          husband 

separated    divorced 

ex-wife        ex-husband 

widowed     widow        widower 

 

2. Extended Family 
 

Mother                     father 

uncle                        aunt 

sister                        brother 

niece                        nephew 

husband          son    daughter 

mother in-law           father in-law 

sister in-law             brother in-law 

 

5. School subjects 
 

Mathematics    algebra   geometry 

Science     

biology       chemistry      physics 

language 

grammar      writing        reading 

Social Studies 

History       government    economics 

P.E  Physical Education 

E.L.L.   English Language Learner 

 

3. Describing people 
 

Age 

Young      middle aged     old / senior 

Height 

Short       average        tall 

Sex           male           female 

Weight 

Thin         medium          heavy 

Hair       long      short       bald 

6. School Years 
 

Pre-School       Kindergarten 

Elementary School       Grade 

Middle School           High School       

Freshman        sophomore 

Junior              senior 

College            Adult Education 

 



Food theme  vocabulary overview 

 
1. Grocery Shopping 

 

Grocery              Shopping cart 

Price                  Unit Price 

On sale               coupon 

Cashier              checkout 

Cash                   credit 

Check                 receipt 

 

4. Food Groups, USDA MyPlate 

 

Fruits              Vegetables 

Dairy               grains 

Protein             cup 

Healthy            sugar 

fat 

2. Grocery Store Sections 
 

Grocery store         supermarket 

Fruit                      vegetable 

Meat                      dairy 

Bakery                   produce 

Buy                        checkout 

 

5. Restaurants 

 

Restaurant         host 

Reservation        menu 

Waiter               waitress 

Server               order 

Cook                  appetizer 

Entrée               dessert 

Check                tip 

 

3. Cooking & Reading Recipes 

 

Recipe              ingredients 

Measure            half 

Third                quarter 

Teaspoon          tablespoon 

Cup                  gallon 

Chop                 add 

Mix                    fry 

Bake                  boil 

simmer 

6. Restaurant Jobs 
 

Prep cook                line cook 

Kitchen manager      chef 

Host                       server 

Wait staff                bartender 

Front manager         busser 

Dishwasher              delivery 

General manager 

 

  



Money & Shopping theme  vocab overview 

 
1. Retail 

 

Clothing             office 

Electronic           furniture 

Pharmacy           home improvement 

Appliance           auto 

Sales tax            security 

 

cashier                   associate        

food service            manager    

customer service maintenance     

cart attendant         merchandise      

 

4. Shopping for clothing 
 

Clothing       Fitting room 

Small           medium      large 

Cotton          wool           silk 

Polyester      dry clean 

2. Winter holidays in the U.S.A. 

 

Holiday              Thanksgiving 

Black Friday        Hannukah 

Christmas           Kwanzaa 

New Year            spend money 

Cash                   check 

Credit                  sale 

Gifts                    food 

Charity                travel 

 

5. The Bank 
 

bank       ATM     account       

checking          savings       

deposit            withdraw         

teller                balance 

3. Preparing for cold weather 

 

Wool             silk           cotton 

Polyester       freeze       layers 

 

Scrape      shovel        jump cables 

Gas tank   flashlight    phone battery 

Slippery    snow emergency 

Snow plow 

6. Writing a Check 
 

Check         date             pay 

Dollars        cents           point 

Amount       numbers      words 

Memo         signature 

 


